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effect of drawing together England and the German
Lutherans. It is true that Charles1 great plan for
crushing dissent by the aid of the Pope was not
yet publicly known; but the Council of Trent was
slowly gathering, and it was clear to the German
princes of the Schrnalkaldic league that great
events touching religion and their independence
were in the air; for Cardinal Farnese and the
Papal agents were running backward and for-
ward to the Emperor on secret missions, and
all the Catholic world rang with denunciation of
heresy.
In June the new imperial ambassador, Van Der
Delft, sounded the first note of alarm from England.
Katharine Parr's secretary,   Buckler, he said, had
been in  Germany for weeks, trying to arrange a
league between the Protestant princes and England.
This was a matter of the highest importance, and
Charles when he heard of it was doubly desirous
of keeping his English brother from quite breaking
away; whilst in September there arrived in England
from France a regular embassy from the Duke of
Saxony,   the  Landgrave of   Hesse, the Duke of
Wurtemburg, and the King of Denmark, ostensibly
to promote peace  between England and France,
but really bent upon effecting a Protestant alliance.
Henry, indeed,  was   seriously  alarmed.   He was
exhausted by his long war in France, harassed in
the victualling of Boulogne and even of Calais, and
fully alive to the fact that he'was practically de-
fenceless against an armed coalition of the Emperor
and France.    In the circumstances it was natural
that the influence over him of his wife, and of his
brother-in-law Hertford, both inclined to a recon-